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actually -walked right through, one night, treading down the
house as a stout "boy might trample over the plants in a
cabhage-garden. The poor men sleeping inside were glad to
escape with their lives. To avoid similar rencounters, the
hill people select a large tree with spreading branches.
Light beams are lashed across from one branch to another, so
as to form a rude platform, and upon this foundation a
hut of bamboo or other light materials is built as a watch-
house by day and sleeping-room by night. The ascent is
by a long stout bamboo, with the side branches cut off to
within a foot of the stem, thus forming a kind of rude
ladder.

Solitary or " rogue " elephants are occasionally met wan-
dering about alone in the forests. These are always danger-
ous. Not long since, four of the Nagercoil Christians were
descending the mountains from a coffee plantation in which
they had been employed, when one of these " rogue ?? ele-
phants rushed upon them. They ran, and did not venture
to look back till they had gone a long distance. Then it was
discovered that one of their party was missing. Hastening
to the nearest chapel,* they called some of the Christians to
accompany them in search of the body of their comrade, and
found it crushed and mangled by the savage brute. This
animal killed altogether seven or eight persons.

Wild elephants are caught in large pits dug in the paths
which they frequent, and concealed with a slight covering of
twigs, earth, and grass. They are afterwards trained for six
or twelve months, and accustomed by degrees to work and to
enjoy a measure of liberty. The stud of elephants employed
by the Travancore Government in dragging timber in the
forests, labouring at public works, and otherwise, numbers
about 120. Every year some are entrapped, and about 1,000
pounds of ivory collected. I have seen a single large tusk
which weighed nearly 80 pounds.